HOLY CROSS PRIORY CHURCH
28 FEBRUARY 2016

YEAR C
THIS SUNDAY – THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

Entrance Either: My eyes are always on the Lord, for he rescues my feet from
Antiphon: the snare. Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and
poor.
Or: When I prove my holiness among you, I will gather you from all
the foreign lands; and I will pour clean water upon you and cleanse
you from all your impurities, and I will give you a new spirit, says
the Lord.
First Reading: Exodus 17:3–7
Psalm: At 10.30: The Lord is compassion and love.
Otherwise: The Lord is merciful and gracious. (Ps 103)
Second Reading: Romans 5:1–2.5–8
Gospel Glory and praise to you, O Christ.  Repent, says the Lord, for the
Acclamation: kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Gospel: John 4:5–42
Communion The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for her young:
Antiphon: by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are
they who dwell in your house, for ever singing your praise.
NEXT SUNDAY – ‘LAETARE SUNDAY’, FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (YEAR C)

1 Samuel 16:1b.6–7.10–13a

Ephesians 5:8–14

John 9:1–41

WEEKDAY MASSES (YEAR II)

Monday: Feria
Tuesday: ST DAVID, BISHOP; St Albini (EF)
Wednesday: Feria
Thursday: Feria
Friday: Feria; St Casimir, King (EF). Today is
Women’s World Day of Prayer.
Saturday: Feria

Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy - December 8th 2015 to November 20th 2016

DIOCESE OF NOTTINGHAM - STATEMENT ON MARRIAGE
God the Father has created marriage as a mutual and exclusive covenant between one man and
one woman, by which they establish between themselves a loving and intimate partnership of
their whole life, which of its own nature is ordered both to the well-being of the spouses
themselves and to the procreation and education of children. It is a true vocation entered into
for life, for what God has joined together no one can put asunder. Our Lord Jesus Christ has
raised marriage between two baptised people to the dignity of a sacrament.
The Church welcomes with joy those who wish to marry in accordance with her teaching. At the
same time, the Church is aware of the many pressures of modern life which can endanger their
commitment, their relationship and their family life. She is constantly concerned to help those
who wish to marry to be prepared as fully as they can be to make this loving and lifelong
commitment. For this reason:
1. A couple who wish to marry should speak to their parish priest at least six months before
their proposed wedding date, and should not make any other arrangements concerning
their wedding until they have spoken to him.
2. The parish priest is responsible for preparing couples for marriage. He will often be
assisted in this important work by a deacon, a group of parishioners or members of other
organisations.
3. Any marriage involving a Catholic should be celebrated in their parish church. With the
permission of their parish priest, the marriage may be celebrated in another parish. A
marriage between a Catholic and a non-Catholic may only be celebrated in a nonCatholic church with a dispensation, which will only be granted for a serious reason.
4. If a Catholic wishes to marry a non-Catholic, the Catholic will be reminded of their
obligation to preserve their faith, and will be invited to make a sincere promise to do all
in their power to have their children baptised and brought up in the Catholic faith. The
non-Catholic partner will be informed of this promise, but will not be asked to make any
such promise.
All couples preparing for marriage need and are entitled to receive the support of the Church, so
that they will be strengthened by the Holy Spirit as they prepare for, celebrate, and live out the
commitment which they will make at their wedding. The Church thanks all those married people
who show great constancy and faithfulness in their vocation, and prays that their example may
inspire all who are preparing to marry. This statement is appointed to be read at Mass or
published in the parish newsletter in February and October each year.
Rt Rev Malcolm McMahon OP
Bishop of Nottingham
February 2013

