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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Christ is for life, not just for Christmas

ITH all the hassle of Christmas preparations it can sometimes
be difficult to remember just what we’re about to celebrate.
We can get a clue from the Medieval Dominican mystic
Meister Eckhart: “Here, in time, we are celebrating the eternal birth
which God the Father bore and bears unceasingly in eternity, because
this same birth is now born in time, in human nature. St Augustine
says: ‘What does it avail me that this birth is always happening, if it
does not happen in me? That it should happen in me is what matters’.”
This sounds complicated, but the key point is a simple one: our
participation in the Trinitarian circle of love through Baptism means
that God the Father’s pouring forth of the divine Son does not just
happen in some celestial realm beyond time; it happens within us as
well. Put it another way: Christ is for life, not just for Christmas.
Eckhart is concerned above all with union, how God and humans can
come together and become one. Now this happens in two ways. First,
God and humans are united in the historical event that took place in
Bethlehem around 2000 years ago. Secondly, they are united here and
now in the mysterious event which Eckhart calls the Birth of God in the
soul. But these are two aspects, distinct but inseparable, of one single
mystery. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the icon par excellence that best
points to this dual mystery. In the Christian story she is both a mirror
image of what happens in God and a paradigm of what is to happen in
us, as well. The eternal birth of the Word within God echoes out into
history through the birth of the enfleshed Word in the womb of the
Virgin Mary. Mary is thus a symbol or sacrament of God, revealing to us
at once something about God and ourselves. If God had not been born,
historically, in Bethlehem he could not be born, here and now, in us.
The mystery of God’s Incarnation is also the mystery of our deification,
our being remade in the image of God. The far-off event in Bethlehem
is truly fulfilled and understood only when it becomes a present reality,
enacted within ourselves, uniting us with God now. This is Eckhart’s
answer to a problem which perplexes many of us today; how to make
Christ ‘relevant’ to us, an effective force or influence in our lives: that
the Incarnation is not just a historical event — Christ assumes human
nature, everyone’s nature, and so, at the deepest level, our sense of
self, our identity, is realised by becoming sons and daughters in the
Son, adopted children of God.
Greg OP
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Antiphon:

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the

MONEY MATTERS: Last Weekend’s collections ― Offertory Collection £1080.32 (of
which £300.75 Gift Aided and £779.57 not); SVP £14.30; Friends of Holy Cross £6.18;
Holy Souls £10.92; Grenada Church Restoration £1.43. There is no figure to hand for
last week’s retiring collection for Christmas flowers for the church — more news next
week.
Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.
Christmas Tree Star Appeal for Asylum
Seekers & Refugees: We collected over 225
presents for these needy people, an increase
even on last year’s total, so great and
heartfelt thanks to everyone who gave
presents.
St Paul’s School invites you to their School
Carol Service on Tuesday 20 December
(please note the date, and not as given last
week) at 7pm in the School Hall, followed by
mince pies and refreshments. All are
welcome.
Next week’s Newsletter will be going to
press earlier than usual, so please send Today’s Gospel: The angel said: “The Holy
contributions to the editor no later than the Spirit will come upon you ... the child will
end of Tuesday.
be holy and will be called the Son of God.”
Thanks to everyone who helped to organise last Sunday’s parish lunch. The food was firstclass, with a most convivial atmosphere. The helpers were un-fazed throughout, even when a
table collapsed under the weight of the crockery!
Are you homeless and lonely on Saturdays? There will be a ‘Saturday Stop-By’ from 11am to
2pm each Saturday, starting on 7 January, at the Undercroft of St James the Greater, St James
Terrace, at the back of the church, off Mayfield Road. There will be hot food, company and
indoor games. This is a joint project between St James the Greater Church and the Islamic
Society of Britain’s Eat ’n’ Meet project. See noticeboard. More information from 07989
698483 or salma.ravat@gmail.com.
Faith Guiding: St Philip’s Centre, Evington Road, will be offering in February/March a free
course for people who want to welcome visitors to places of worship and organise faith
exhibitions and displays. Details from maureen@stphilipscentre.co.uk.
Christ in the Centre 2012: Planning is now under way for this major event on Good Friday. If
you wish to help financially or in any other way, please contact Canon Barry Naylor at St
Martin’s House, next to Leicester Cathedral, and for information please visit
www.christinthecentre.co.uk.
The Dominican Secular Institute is a gathering of Consecrated lay people dedicated to
Prayer, Study and Action. For further details see noticeboard, or contact Fr Isidore
(isidore.clarke@english.op.org) or Janet Wiltshire (janetwilts@aol.com).
Forthcoming parish events for your diary
Mon 19 Dec

Festival of Choirs. Parish Hall, downstairs. 7-9pm. Refreshments provided.

