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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Meatless Fridays

HE Friday just gone was the anniversary of Pope Benedict XVI’s
historic visit to Great Britain last year. In part to preserve the
‘momentum’ of that visit, our bishops in England and Wales have
restored the law of abstinence from meat on Fridays. Friday 16 th
September was the first day when this came into effect, and it will
apply to all Fridays, unless a great feast, such as Christmas, should
occur.
As the bishops note, it was already the law of the Church that we
should do some act of penance every Friday. But as they also point out,
when the specific requirement to abstain from meat was removed in
the 1980’s, it became easy to forget to sanctify the day of the Lord’s
passion by some act of self-denial. Hence the decision to restore the
traditional practice. As they write:“Abstaining from meat is easy to remember, a simple way to give witness at
work, at school and even in the family and, although it is still an act of
penitence, cannot be considered to put any real or substantial additional
burden on the lives of the faithful.”
It’s also a very ancient custom. Outside the New Testament itself,
one of the very earliest Christian documents that has survived from
antiquity is called the Didache (pronounced ‘dídakay’). Among other
things, it exhorts the faithful to fast every Wednesday and Friday. In
comparison with this ancient rigour, it is something very small which is
asked of us today.
Some people may wonder about the reference to ‘witness’ in the
bishops’ statement. Doesn’t our Lord tell us to avoid all ostentation in
prayer, fasting and almsgiving? He certainly does: but precisely because
what is asked of us by the Church is so small, it is unlikely to be a
temptation to vainglory. Choosing fish and chips or vegetarian lasagne
rather than steak and kidney pie is hardly an act of heroic virtue!
In other words, we shall be giving ‘witness’ not to our own powers
of abstinence, but simply to the fact that we believe in Christ and in
His holy Church. If that leads to people enquiring after our faith, so
much the better. If it leads, as I hope it won’t, to people belittling or
even attacking it, well, that too can offer us in a tiny way a chance to
share in our Lord’s Good Friday.
Fr Thomas
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Entrance
Antiphon:

I am the Saviour of all people, says the Lord. Whatever their troubles, I will
answer their cry, and I will always be their Lord.

At 11am ―
page nos in
Missale:

•Mass Ordinary, p 13; Mass Proper, p 150
•Sung setting: XI Missa orbis factor p 210; Credo III, p 216
•Communion motet: O bone Jesu! Palestrina
•Sortie: Toccata ‘Nu la oss takke Gud’ Hovland

1st Reading:

Isaiah 55:6-9

Psalm +:

The Lord is near to all who call upon him. (Ps 145)

nd

2 Reading:

Philippians 1:20c-24. 27a

Alleluia:

Open our hearts, O Lord, that we may listen to the words of your Son.

Gospel:

Matthew 20:1-16a

Communion
Antiphon:

Either — You have laid down your precepts to be faithfully kept. May my
footsteps be firm in keeping your commands.
Or — I am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord, I know my sheep, and mine
know me.

WEEKDAY MASS IN LATIN. In addition to the Masses listed in the schedule on p 3, Holy Mass
will be offered in the Dominican rite from Monday to Saturday at 8am.

We have not yet formally welcomed the two Friars who have joined the community
recently, to replace Fr Leon and Fr Peter. Fr Greg Murphy OP is a Scot, and was studying
at Strathclyde University when Fr Bob Eccles was Chaplain there. Greg is a scientist by
training and worked in a pharmaceutical firm before joining the Order. He was in the
London Priory for some years before coming here. Fr David Rocks OP comes from
Northern Ireland. He studied in University College Dublin, and initially joined the Irish

MONEY MATTERS: Last Weekend’s collections ― Offertory Collection £1008.31 (of
which £250.50 Gift Aided and £757.81 not); SVP £31.75; Friends of Holy Cross £6.29;
Holy Souls £22.76; Grenada Church Restoration £18.90.
200 Club renewal notices were sent out to all members last week. We'd be grateful if
they could be returned as soon as possible. If you are not yet a member of the 200
Club, why not join? It's a fun way to support the parish, and you might just win a
prize! Membership forms are available on the tables, if you would like to join.
Next week there is a retiring collection for the Dominican Priests' Training Fund.
Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.
“The Sacrifice of the Mass”. There will be a
discussion morning led by the Provincial, Fr John
Farrell OP, organised by the Lay Dominicans, on
Saturday 24 September from 10am in St Clement’s
Hall. All are welcome. Details from Patrick & Janet
Doyle at janandpatdoyle@yahoo.co.uk, on 01482
802020, and see noticeboard.
The Leicester Marathon will be run on Sunday 9
October and, as usual, there will some restrictions
and road closures. Runners will start from Victoria
Park, running down London Road and into Charles
Street. They will return via Market Street and New
Walk. Please allow some extra time to get to Mass.
Details: www.leicestermarathon.org.uk.
Around the Bible in 80 weeks. The series resumes
this week with the Old Testament beginning, of
course, with Genesis. The whole series so far may
be seen on the parish website.

Today’s Gospel: “I choose to pay the
last-comer as much as I pay you ...
The last will be first, and the first,
last.”

St Paul's School invites you to their Family Mass on Thursday 22 September at 7pm in the
School Hall. This is an opportunity to welcome the new Year 7 students and ask for God's
blessing on the school community. All are welcome.
The Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham will be celebrated on Friday 23 September at Sacred
Heart Church, Mere Road, at 6.30pm with Rosary and Litany, followed at 7pm by Sung Mass.
See noticeboard. It is hoped to begin a Walsingham Association here in Leicester after the
Mass.
A Small Book of Dominican Prayers has been compiled by a member of Hinckley Parish; cost
£2.50. Available from Fr. Isidore after Sunday Masses.
Forthcoming parish events for your diary
Tue 27 Sept Latin class resumes, 7pm. First contact Ray Fowell - ray.fowell@btopenworld.com
Sat 1 Oct

Rock n Roll - Absolute Beginners’ dance tuition and party, 7pm. £8 (£5 concessions).

Sat 8 Oct

Blackfriars’ Market

Sat 12 Nov

Parish Ceilidh

Sun 27 Nov

Advent Market

Sun 11 Dec

Parish Christmas Lunch

