
Old into New
HY does our Lord make His solemn entrance into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday? St John gives us a clue, telling us that the previous day was 
‘six days before the Passover’ (Jn. 12:1). Palm Sunday was therefore 

the 10th day of the first month, according to the Old Testament reckoning. And 
on this 10th day, God commanded each household to set aside a lamb which 
would  be  kept  until  the  14th day  in  the  evening  and  then  sacrificed.  By 
entering Jerusalem when he did, Christ was offering Himself for the House of 
Israel, as the true Lamb who would take away their sins. 

W

The 14th day of the month that year was a Thursday. The Passover began 
on the Thursday evening, when the lambs were sacrificed, and lasted seven 
days. Our Lord therefore keeps the feast with His disciples in the upper room, 
as  the  Jews  had  done  ever  since  the  time  of  Moses.  But  then  He  does 
something new. St Thomas Aquinas describes it memorably in his hymn Pange, 
Lingua: ‘At the last great Supper lying, circled by his brethren’s band/ Jesus 
with the law complying/ Kept the feast its rites demand./ Then more precious 
food supplying/ Gave himself with his own hand.’

Having kept the Passover for the last time, our Lord now offers the first 
Mass.  On  Good  Friday,  He  would  offer  Himself  as  the  Lamb of  God,  with 
bloodshed and terrible  suffering.  But  He wished first  to  offer  His  sacrifice 
mystically, in the peace of the upper room, to show that the sacrifice had first 
existed in heaven, in the plan and purposes of the Holy Trinity, before ever it 
was brought to earth. Offering Himself to His Father under the appearances of 
bread and wine, He gives the apostles their first communion in His body and 
blood.

Not only this, but He also enables them to offer the same sacrifice. When 
Jesus  says  to them,  Do this  for  a  commemoration  of  me,  He  isn’t  simply 
exhorting them not to forget Him, but giving them a real power to bring about 
that miracle of transubstantiation by which His sacrifice continues on earth. 
He  is  ordaining  them  as  priests  of  the  New  Covenant  (on  Easter  Sunday 
evening, the ceremony will be complete, when He gives them also the power 
to  forgive  sins  in  His  name.)  No  more  will  the  apostles  need to  keep the 
Passover; that has now served its purpose. Instead, they will offer the holy 
Mass, bringing the power of Christ’s Cross to all nations. 

We, as Christians, are children of the New Covenant. As we sing on Maundy 
Thursday,  Antiquum documentum novo cedit ritui ― the figures of the Old 
Testament have given way to the new Sacrifice (no need for ‘Seder meals’). 
During Holy Week, we can ask Christ to give us a deeper understanding of this 
Sacrifice, by which He has redeemed the world.

Fr Thomas O.P.
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Entrance 
Antiphon:

Six  days  before  the  solemn  passover  the  Lord  came  to  Jerusalem,  and 
children waving palm branches ran out to welcome him. They loudly praised 
the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. Blessed are you who have come to us so 
rich in love and mercy.

At 11am ― 
page nos in 
Missale:

•Mass Ordinary, p 13; Mass Proper, p 78
•Sung setting: Mass XVII p 214; Credo I, p 215
•Communion motet: Vexilla Regis Wingham

1st Reading: Isaiah 50: 4-7

Psalm +: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (Ps 22)

2nd Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11

Verse before 
the Gospel:

Glory and praise to you, O Christ. = Christ became obedient for us unto 
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him: and 
bestowed on him the name which is above every name.

Gospel: Matthew 26:14 – 27:66

Communion 
Antiphon: Father, if this cup may not pass, but I must drink it, then your will be done.

WEEKDAY MASS IN LATIN. In addition to the Masses listed in the schedule on p 3, Holy Mass 
will be offered in the older form from Monday to Wednesday at 8am.

LENT AT HOLY CROSS
Spy Wednesday Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 10:30am-12:30pm

Rosary 12noon-12:20pm
Benediction 12:20pm-12:30pm
Mass 12:30pm-1pm
Stations of the Cross 1pm-1:30pm



MONEY  MATTERS:  Last  Weekend’s  collections  ―  Offertory  Collection  £1075.23; 
SVP £28.66;  Friends  of  Holy  Cross £21.57;  Holy  Souls  £16.57;  Grenada  Church 
Restoration £24.27. The retiring collection for the Diocesan Quota came to £267.66.

On Good Friday there will be the usual collection for the Holy Places of Palestine.

Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.

Father Fabian is  planning  a gentle(ish)  Parish 
Country Walk on Saturday May 28. Meeting after 
the  10am  Mass  (no  later  than  10.45).  All  are 
welcome  to  join  us.  Further  details  to  follow 
from the Parish Social Committee.

Dominican Pilgrimage to Walsingham. This will 
take place on Sunday 15 May, starting with Mass 
at  12  noon,  followed  by  picnic  lunch,  Rosary 
procession,  Vespers  and  Benediction.  This  year 
marks  the  950th anniversary  of  pilgrimage  to 
Walsingham.  Travel  details  will  be  announced 
soon. Return coach fare is expected to be £20.

Dominican Preaching on the internet ― an 800 
year old tradition for the 21st century.  Please 
pick  up  one of  the  handy  bookmarks  from the 
tables  by  the  doors  ―  these  give  the  website 
addresses of the main Dominican sites, including 
‘torch’  and  ‘godzdogz’,  the  latter,  of  course, 
from Domini-canes (the dogs of the Lord).

When He entered Jerusalem, the whole 
city was in turmoil. ‘Who is this?’ people 
asked, and the crowds answered, ‘This is 

the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.’

The renewal days for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are on Saturdays 7th and 
14th May at St Peter’s Church, Hinckley. Please let Sica know if you want to go and which 
date, tel/text 0775 88 44 918 or email to francisca@sicamartinez.plus.com .

Natural family planning will taught in a course of three monthly sessions by the Couple to 
Couple League beginning on the 13 May in Radcliffe on Trent. The method taught, the Sympto-
Thermal  Method,  is  in  full  accord  with Catholic  teaching,  and the method is  healthy,  as 
effective as artificial alternatives, and builds strong marriages.  Please contact David and 
Louise Aldred (0115 877 8310 or email nottingham@cclgb.org.uk) for information or to register 
(by 1 May).

Forthcoming events for your diary

Sat 14 May Blackfriars Market. Please bring donations and leave after any Mass.

Sun 15 May Dominican Pilgrimage to Walsingham celebrating 950 years of pilgrimage to the site.

Sat 28 May Parish Country Walk led by Fr Fabian. Details to follow.

Did you know that in many schools 7-9-year-old children are taught that sexual intercourse is 
‘exciting’, and that 5-7-year-olds are encouraged to name sexual organs? Some MPs want to 
make such sex education for all school children compulsory. Our Government is planning a 
review of the national curriculum so it is important that, if you think this is a serious matter, 
to act now. Please write to your MP to express your concerns about  explicit sex education, 
and ask him or her to oppose all moves to make SRE (Sex and Relationships Education) a 
compulsory school subject. There are A4, orange SPUC information leaflets available on the 
display tables soon giving further routes for action for concerned parents. Please take a copy 
to help protect our vulnerable school children.

Year I This week’s calendar & Mass Intentions Psalter Week 2
Confessions 10.30 to 11.30 Fr Isidore, and 17.00 to 18.00 Fr Thomas
Sunday PASSION SUNDAY OF THE LORD (‘Palm Sunday’). Prayers 

are recommended for the candidates for the sacraments.
Vigil 18.00 Pro populo

8.00   Vince Stone
Family 9.30   Bridie & Brendon Ryan
Solemn 11.00   Bill Barnes
OP Rite 12.30   Patrick Kearney

Students 17.00 No Mass for students now until next term
19.00   Patrick Kearney

Monday MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK
10.00 Private intention
12.30 Private intention

Tuesday TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
10.00   Dead of the Order of Preachers
12.30   Patrick Grady

Wednesday WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK (‘Spy Wednesday’). Stations of 
the Cross at 1pm.
10.00   Di Silva
12.30   Glyn Jones

Thursday MAUNDY THURSDAY. All service times are on a separate sheet
No Masses this morning

19.30 MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Friday GOOD FRIDAY. All service times are on a separate sheet.

15.00 LITURGY OF THE LORD’S PASSION
19.00 Stations of the Cross

Saturday HOLY SATURDAY. All service times are on a separate sheet.
No Masses this morning

20.00 EASTER VIGIL
Confessions 10.30 to 11.30 Fr Fabian, and 17.00 to 18.00 Fr Duncan
WEEKDAY MASS IN LATIN. Holy Mass will be offered in the older form 

from Monday to Wednesday at 8am
Next Sunday ― EASTER SUNDAY.   Readings:

Acts 10:34a. 37-43 Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8 Jn 20:1-9

Maundy  Thursday ― Watching  until  Midnight  at  the  Altar  of 
Repose. Please sign the sheet to volunteer to guarantee to watch 
for a specific 30-minute ‘slot’. We must have at least two people 
watching at all times. The sheet is on the table by the Wellington 
Street door.

The British Red Cross remains in urgent need of food donations to 
respond to the emergency needs of destitute asylum seekers in 
Leicester. To help, please leave your gifts after any Mass ― non 
perishable goods such as tinned and dried foods are also mostly 
wanted. A full list of items may be seen on the noticeboard and in 
the Newsletter (13 February) on the parish website. Please keep 
giving generously to support these vulnerable people. Thank you.

Please join us in the Parish Hall after the 9:30am and 11:00am 
Sunday Masses for tea, coffee, fruit-juice etc. There is the 

opportunity for a chat with members of the Dominican 
Community and parishioners. We particularly welcome newly-

arrived students and other visitors.

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS

7.30 Lauds
10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
Old Rite Masses as announced.

WEDNESDAYS
10.30 Exposition until 12.30
11.45 Divine Mercy Chaplet, 

Rosary & Benediction

SATURDAYS
9.00 Lauds

10.00 Mass
10.30 Novena to Our Lady
10.30 Confessions until 11.30
12.30 Mass
17.00 Confessions until 18.00
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Vigil Mass for Sunday
Old Rite Masses as announced.

HOLYDAYS
18.00 (previous day) Vigil Mass
7.30 Lauds

10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
19.00 Mass

BANK HOLIDAYS (& MON TO FRI 
AROUND XTMAS & NEW YEAR)

7.30 Lauds
12.30 Mass, after which the 

church is closed

SUNDAYS
8.00 Mass
9.00 Lauds
9.30 Mass (Family)

11.00 Mass (Solemn: Latin on 
2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays)

12.30 Mass (Old rite in Latin)
17.00 Mass (for Students, term 

time only)
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Rosary
18.20 Sung Latin Compline
18.40 Benediction
19.00 Mass

Leicester  Royal  Infirmary 
Catholic Chaplaincy:  For urgent 
visits,  ask  ward  staff  to  bleep 
the Roman Catholic Chaplain.
For  non-urgent  visits  leave 
message at the Priory or the LRI 
Chaplains’ Office. Messages may 
not be picked up until the end of 
the day.

Parish Website:
www.holycrossleicester.org
Website & Newsletter Editors:
holycrosswebsite@gmail.com
holycrossnewsletter@gmail.com

CONTACT DETAILS
Holy Cross Priory
45 Wellington Street, LE1 6HW
Priory phone: (0116) 255 3856
For home visits/recorded times
of services: 255 3856
Fax: 255 5552
Parish Priest: 
Fr Leon Pereira: 252 1501
leicester@english.op.org
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