
Living Stones

N Wednesday this week we celebrated the feast of the dedication 
of the Lateran basilica. Basilicas were the great civic buildings of 
Rome:  large,  rectangular  with  a  semi-circular  cylinder  or  apse 

being built into one of the short sides. They were used to meet, for public 
functions,  as covered markets,  as law courts  — usually all  at  the same 
time. The magistrate sat in the apse and heard cases from the parties 
standing before and around him. When Christianity came along, they made 
use of these buildings, with the seat of the bishop in the apse, the altar in 
front, people standing around for the celebration of the Eucharist, and — 
for quite some time — a market or fair going on in the back. The notion of 
leaving  much  of  your  daily  life  at  the  church  door  is  a  relatively  late 
development — for, after all, all is, anyhow, being lived in God’s sight. The 
Lateran basilica was built by Constantine, and by tradition dating from the 
twelfth century, was said to have been dedicated on the 9th of November. 
As it is the pope’s Cathedral (St Peter’s is, technically, his private chapel) 
its feast was extended from the city of Rome to the rest of the churches of 
the Roman Rite, as a sign of unity and respect for the Holy See, presiding 
over the whole assembly of charity that is the Church.

O

But splendid though it is we do not celebrate the building. The building is 
embellished and decorated to reflect the dignity of what it contains — the 
people of God. We celebrate our being called and chosen, our being built 
into temples of God’s Spirit. Paul tells the church in Corinth that they must 
realise that they are God’s temple and that the Spirit of God is living in 
and amongst them. “God’s temple is holy and that temple you are”. We 
are required then to treat each other with reverence and love because we 
are the place of God’s dwelling, we go from the assembly or church in the 
Spirit and power of the Risen Lord to bear his life and healing presence 
into our world. We are, or should be, holy, saints, at least saints in the 
making. Of course, for most of us, our becoming holy, becoming shaped 
into the stones being built into the living temple of God’s presence takes 
time  — sometimes  a  lifetime.  That’s  why  coming  to  church  is,  as  the 
anthem for the feast suggests, an awe-full experience, because we’re at 
once reminded of the dignity that is ours, and challenged to live up to it. 
Terribilis  est,  locus  iste:  hic  domus Deus  est,  et  porta  caeli (This  is  a 
frightful place, [because] here is the house of God, and the entrance to 
heaven). 
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Entrance 
Antiphon:

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will  lead back your captives from 
every place.
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MONEY MATTERS:  Last  Weekend’s  collections  ― Offertory  Collection £1000.94 (of 
which  £261.10  Gift  Aided  and  £739.84  not);  SVP £21.64;  Friends  of  Holy 
Cross £31.48;  Holy  Souls  £24.35;  Grenada Church  Restoration £1.72.  The retiring 
collection for the fourth and final instalment of this year’s Diocesan Quota came to 
£285.12.

Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.

Many hands make light work....  Our church is kept 
spick-and-span throughout the year by two teams of 
cleaners who work between the 10am and 12.30pm 
Masses on Thursdays or Fridays, each working once a 
fortnight and alternating with one another. Can you 
help for about 1½ hours, once a fortnight?  If we 
have  sufficient  support,  we  could  reduce  the 
frequency each team comes to once in three weeks. 
Do please see Fr Fabian, or any of the friars.

Advent  to  Christmas: It’s  Only  Just  Begun  .....  A 
Festival  of  Choirs.  7-9pm,  Monday  December  19. 
Lots of your  favourite carols  and songs for Advent 
and Christmas, featuring parish choirs. A chance to 
sing to sing along or just sit back and enjoy a listen. 
In the parish hall, downstairs. Free. All age groups 
welcome. Refreshments provided. Call Jeff 0116 243 
1289.

Today’s Gospel: “As for this good-
for-nothing servant, throw him out 
into the dark, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

This year’s Advent Carol Service will be on Wednesday 30 November at 7.30pm. It will be a 
service of Advent Carols and Readings based on the ancient ‘O’ Antiphons, sung at Vespers in 
the days immediately before Christmas, and will conclude with Benediction. Parking will be 
available  in  the  gated  car  park  just  beyond St  Clement’s  Hall,  and  refreshments  will  be 
available after the service.

Anyone  with  (modest)  secretarial  skills?  The  Interfaith  Forum  for  Asylum  Seekers  and 
Refugees needs help! (They set up the Christmas Star Scheme and the Red Cross Collections.) 
Commitment:  assisting  current  secretary  at  one  two-hour  meeting  per  month  (held  on 
weekday afternoons). Contact: Deacon Bill Myers at Sacred Heart Church (0116 262 4945) or 
by e-mail: williamfmyers@hotmail.com.

The new English translation of the Mass will be fully with us at the end of this month. May 
we draw your attention to a new Sunday Missal which is being published by the CTS, and due 
out just in time for Advent. This will have the new missal translation plus the Latin texts  
facing one another; Readings from the current Lectionary; and prayers before and after Mass 
and other devotions. It includes some full  colour illustrations from a mediaeval psalter. It  
costs £18 (£25 for a presentation edition leather-bound in burgundy or white) plus p & p. An 
ideal Christmas present! Full details and ordering at missal2011.org, or Hail Mary Immaculate, 
New Bond Street (behind the Highcross shopping centre).

Forthcoming parish events for your diary

Sun 27 Nov Advent Market. Parish Hall 8.30am to 2pm.

Wed 30 Nov Advent Carol Service, 7.30pm in the church. Refreshments afterwards.

Sun 11 Dec Parish Christmas Lunch, £12 (£5 concession). Buy tickets in advance.

Mon 19 Dec Festival of Choirs. Parish Hall, downstairs. 7-9pm. Refreshments provided.

Year I This week’s calendar & Mass Intentions Psalter Week 1

Confessions 10.30 to 11.30 Fr David, and 17.00 to 18.00 Fr Thomas

Sunday 33rd Sunday per annum.  Today is Remembrance Sunday: 
Please pray for those killed in warfare.

Vigil 18.00   James Henry & the O’Brien family Fr Isidore

8.00   Carroll family Fr Fabian

Family 9.30   Colin Walker Fr Gregory

Solemn 11.00   Holy Souls / Treblinka victims Fr David

OP Rite 12.30   Barbara Hughes Fr Thomas

19.00 Pro populo Fr Fabian

Monday Feria

10.00   Lena Willis

12.30   Sr Maria Howley

Tuesday ST ALBERT THE GREAT, BISHOP, DOCTOR

10.00   Dead of the Order of Preachers

12.30   Rosey McDonnell

Wednesda
y

St Margaret of Scotland

10.00   Irene Olszewska

12.30   Karen Kelly

Thursday St Hugh of Lincoln, bishop

10.00   Joseph Willis

12.30   Karen Kelly 

Friday The Dedication of the Basilicas of SS Peter and Paul

10.00 Teresa McCreech (sick)  

12.30   Karen Kelly

Saturday Feria

10.00   James Sorensen

12.30   Karen Kelly

Confessions 10.30 to 11.30 Fr Isidore, and 17.00 to 18.00 Fr Fabian

WEEKDAY MASS IN LATIN. Holy Mass will be offered in the Dominican 
rite from Monday to Saturday at 8am.

Next Sunday ― OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, UNIVERSAL KING. Today is 
the Day of Prayer for Prisoners and their Dependents. This week is  
Prisons Week. Please pray for prisoners and their families. Today is  

also Youth Sunday: please pray for young people, and all who 
minister to them. Readings:

Ezekiel 34:11-12. 15-17 1 Corinthians 15:20-26. 28 Matthew 25:31-46

£40 to feed a baby for one year? Can you help? The situation in Sudan 
remains desperate, despite the states of southern Sudan severing their 
ties with the north. Huge numbers of the population need support in 
terms of the basic necessities of life. The country has been scarred by 50 
years of civil war in which an estimated 2.5 million people have died, 
400,000  of  whom  having  been  killed  by  violence,  malnutrition  and 
disease in the last three years alone. The SVP has 165 ‘twin’ conferences 
in Sudan, and desperately needs support, both spiritual and financial, 
from parishes here. The SVP is appealing specifically for money to feed 
babies  —  £40  will  do  so  for  one  year  —  and  for  their  medical 
programme where  £60  allows  volunteer  medical  staff  to  treat  20 
patients. Donations may be Gift Aided, and no donation is too small. All 
money goes to the Sudan with no deduction for administration costs. See 
www.twinnage.org.uk. If  you are  able  to  help in  any way,  do please 
contact Bernard Hawcroft on  b-.hawcroft1@ntlworld.com or 0116 210 
9077 or 0777 252 5327. He would love to hear from you!

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS

7.30 Lauds
10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass (Rosary at 12.00)
17.45 Vespers
OP Rite Masses as announced.

WEDNESDAYS
10.30 Exposition until 12.30
11.45 Divine Mercy Chaplet, 

Rosary & Benediction

SATURDAYS
9.00 Lauds

10.00 Mass
10.30 Novena to Our Lady
10.30 Confessions until 11.30
12.30 Mass (Rosary at 12.00)
17.00 Confessions until 18.00
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Vigil Mass for Sunday
OP Rite Masses as announced.

HOLYDAYS
18.00 (previous day) Vigil Mass
7.30 Lauds

10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
19.00 Mass

BANK HOLIDAYS (& MON TO FRI 
AROUND XTMAS & NEW YEAR)

7.30 Lauds
12.30 Mass, after which the 

church is closed

SUNDAYS
8.00 Mass
9.00 Lauds
9.30 Mass (Family)

11.00 Mass (Solemn: Latin on 
2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays)

12.30 Mass (OP rite in Latin)
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Rosary
18.20 Sung Latin Compline
18.40 Benediction
19.00 Mass

Royal Infirmary Chaplaincy: For 
urgent  visits,  ask  ward  staff  to 
bleep  the  Roman  Catholic 
Chaplain.  For  non-urgent  visits, 
leave a message at the Priory or 
at  the  LRI  Chaplains’  Office. 
Messages may not be picked up 
until the end of the day.

Universities’ Chaplain:

Fr David Rocks: 0116 252 1512

Parish Website: 
www.holycrossleicester.org

Website & Newsletter Editors: 
holycrosswebsite@gmail.com
holycrossnewsletter@gmail.com

CONTACT DETAILS
Holy Cross Priory
45 Wellington Street, LE1 6HW
Priory phone: (0116) 255 3856
For home visits/recorded times
of services: 255 3856
Fax: 255 5552
Parish Priest Fr Fabian Radcliffe 
252 1515 & 07952 598735
leicester@english.op.org
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