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Newspapers and the Truth

N his 1848 novel, Loss and Gain, Blessed John Henry Newman makes
one of his characters say this: My father never could endure
newspapers — I mean the system of newspapers; he said it was a new
power in the State. Of course the work of a journalist can be done
honourably, or else they would hardly have been given their own patron
saint (it is Francis de Sales). To discover and publish truths that can help
society is a noble calling. Yet, it is not too hard, I think, to see what
Newman was driving at. Uninvested with civil authority, the newspaper
proprietor or editor yet has a vast influence upon the thinking of his fellow
citizens and therefore upon the manners and morals of his age. Probably
even greater power is enjoyed by those who rule in the world of television,
since a viewer is still more passive than a reader...
Why make these observations now? A week or so ago we saw
newspapers all over the world seemingly united in distorting some words
spoken by Pope Benedict XVI in an interview with a journalist. This is not
the place to go into the moral question that was raised. Suffice it to say on
that point that the Church can never change her teaching on the sanctity
of marriage and its openness to life. What must strike us, though, is how
the journalistic art was turned by many to an end clean contrary to its
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MONEY MATTERS: Last Weekend’s collections ― Figures are not yet to hand (the
Newsletter has gone to press early this week). More news next week.
This week there is a retiring collection for the new and poor parishes of the diocese.
Next week there is a retiring collection for flowers to decorate the church over
Christmas.
Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.
There is a St Thomas study-weekend at the Dominican
convent in Stone from 10th-12th December, led by Sr Valery
Walker and Fr Thomas Crean. To book, contact Sr Valery on
020 8997 8550. The theme is “The angels and the
incarnation”.
The Martyrs’ shrine in the New Walk transept. Bishop
Malcolm will consecrate it on Wednesday, the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, at 7.30pm, the 10th anniversary of his
ordination as a bishop. The consecration will be preceded by
Solemn High Mass in the older form. Bishop Malcolm has
commented that it is fitting that Mass be celebrated in the
form the martyrs themselves knew.
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Fr Austin Milner OP
who died recently.

Today’s Gospel: In due
course John the Baptist
appeared, “Repent,” said
he, “for the kingdom of
heaven is close at hand.”

Forthcoming events for your diary
Sun 5 Dec

TODAY! Advent Mini Food Fest, 10:00 am to 1:30 pm

Wed 8 Dec

Bishop Malcolm will consecrate the Martyrs’ Shrine, 7.30pm (NOTE CHANGED TIME)

Sat 11 Dec

Insights from St Thomas Aquinas. A discussion day, St Clement’s Hall, after 10am Mass.
Information from 01482 802020 or jandpatdoyle@yahoo.co.uk.

Sun 12 Dec Parish pre-Christmas lunch, Parish Centre, 1pm
Wed 15 Dec Solemn Vespers with most of the English Dominican friars, sometime between 3 &
4pm
Wed 15 Dec A festival of Carols for Advent and Christmas, Parish Centre, 7.30pm
Thu 16 Dec Christmas Novena Masses, daily Mon to Sat at 6pm, start today

A Group of singers and musicians from the parishes of St Mary’s, South Wigston and St John
Bosco, Eyres Monsell, will be carol singing to raise money for CAFOD at Asda, Fosse Park, on
Monday 20 December between 7pm and 8.30pm. Please go and support them!
The Angelus Project. Following the Papal visit, we have all been invited to continue the
celebrations with a Year of Catholic Education. The Diocesan Education Service has picked out
five main themes on which to base our activities for this year. These are

