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OR the past few months, Fr. Leon has laboriously composed a
‘Back Page’ for the Newsletter each week, describing the new
translation of the Mass. Exactly when this will come into use we
don’t know, but it will probably be some time in the course of the
coming year. Still, it is good to be prepared for it when it does come.
Now Fr. Leon has completed that task, and we are reverting to the
familiar pattern, with one of the Friars writing a comment each week,
so you get constant change and variety.

To you, my God, I lift my soul, I trust in you; let me never come to shame.
Do not let my enemies laugh at me. No one who waits for you is ever put to
shame.

•The Ordinary of the Mass, p 13
•Sung setting: Mass XVII, p 214 Credo I, p 215
•The Proper of the Mass, p 43

When you come to think of it, it is very appropriate for this to
happen at the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a new beginning. And
naturally that makes you think of the future. We are making a fresh
start, perhaps taking a new direction, or at least renewing our old
aims. So we are thinking about the present and the future, where we
are and where we are going to.

Isaiah 2: 1-5

But in today’s readings, Isaiah and Jesus seem to have very
different views of the future. Isaiah gives a visionary picture of the
days when the Temple of the Lord will be the centre of life for all
nations, when God’s law will be followed by everyone and there will be
universal justice and peace. In contrast, Jesus dwells more on
judgement. The day ‘when the Son of Man comes’ will be a day that
separates the good from the bad: ‘one is taken and the other left’.
Until then both the date of the judgement and its results are hidden
from us, and life continues in all its ordinariness and ambiguity ― ‘as in
Noah’s day’. Watchfulness, like that of a householder waiting to catch
the burglar: this is what we need.

The Lord will shower his gifts, and our land will yield its fruit.

And this is what St Paul says too. We should be awake now, like
people waiting for the dawn. If our expectation
is for the light,
then we should live
as people of the light. We should leave aside
the deeds of darkness and live as in the light. Isaiah is describing the
final goal, the future, when God’s purposes are fulfilled. He uses the
image of the Temple because that was what he was familiar with. In
contrast, Jesus and Paul are speaking of our expectations
, of how
we live as people whose vision is upheld by hope and trust in the Son of
Man.
Fr Fabian OP

(Ps 122)
Romans 13: 11-14
Show us your merciful love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.
Matthew 24: 37-44

In addition to the Masses listed in the schedule on p 3, Holy Mass
will be offered in the older form from

we have:
This is a series of talks given on
Fridays after the 10am and 12.30pm Masses. This Friday Fr Leon will speak on “Fra
Angelico and the Annunciation”.
, based on the ‘O’ Antiphons, Wednesday 1 December, 7:30 pm
followed by refreshments in the hall.
Wednesday
15 December ― 7.30pm in the Parish Centre (downstairs): We have a fantastic line-up of
choirs performing at this event. Please do come along and bring family and friends. Entry
is free and refreshments (finger-food and drinks) are provided
As our immediate spiritual preparation prior to the Solemnity
of the Birth of our Lord, we shall have 9 specially themed 6pm daily Holy Masses from 16
December (except on Sunday the 19th, 7pm as normal). The theme for the novena of
Masses is: ‘Come, Lord Jesus, dwell among us!’ All are invited to attend.
.
we will hold our first ‘Advent Mini Food Fest’ (10:00 am to
1:30 pm). If you feel you can help in any way, shape, or form, please contact Stephanie on
01530 249802. In the meantime, donations of the following items will be appreciated:
Bottles — Wine, Champagne, Cava, Spirits, Mulled Wine etc.;
Home-made or bought — Christmas cakes, chocolate cakes, sponge cakes etc.; mince pies;
jams, marmalades, chutneys; muffins and brownies;
Chocolate; and Raffle Prizes.
is on Saturday December 4th at 7pm in the Church, discussing
Suffering. Open to all Catholics aged 18-35. Food provided, donations welcome.

from 10th-12th December, led by Sr Valery Walker and Fr Thomas
Crean. To book, contact Sr Valery on 020 8997 8550. The theme is “The
angels and the incarnation”.
will be given by
Professor Robert Jackson from the University of Warwick. He will speak
on “Education about Religions and Beliefs: European Policy
Recommendations and Young People’s Views” on Friday. All are
welcome. Meetings are held at Christchurch, Clarendon Park Road (near
Queens Road) at 7:30pm. And
will meet at St Mary de Castro Church on Castle Street, at
12:30pm on Thursday. All are welcome.

Wed 1 Dec

Advent Carol service, based on the ‘O’ Antiphons, 7:30 pm in the church

Sun 5 Dec

Advent Mini Food Fest, 10:00 am to 1:30 pm

Wed 8 Dec

Bishop Malcolm will consecrate the Martyrs’ Shrine, 7.30pm (NOTE CHANGED TIME)

Sat 11 Dec

Insights from St Thomas Aquinas. A discussion day, St Clement’s Hall, after 10am Mass.
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Sun 12 Dec Parish pre-Christmas lunch, Parish Centre, 1pm
Wed 15 Dec A festival of Carols for Advent and Christmas, Parish Centre, 7.30pm
Thu 16 Dec Christmas Novena Masses, daily Mon to Sat at 6pm, start today

the tree carries stars, each star
having the name of a gift. You choose a star, or stars, buy and wrap the gift(s) named and
return it (them) to the church with the stars attached. Your gifts will go to someone in need.
The tree will be in the church for the first three Sundays of Advent, so presents must be ready
please by 12 December.
Unfortunately we have sold out of tickets for the Christmas Lunch.
We have tried to fit in as many of you as we can, so we will be completely stretched as far as
catering is concerned. We cannot, therefore, admit anyone without a ticket ― sorry. If you do
have a ticket, please write your name on the seating plan that is on the wall in the narthex,
next to the Parish Council noticeboard.
If

